


BIG-SCREEN SPECIAL

FERTURES The HDB80 has all the
controls necessary to produce a
great picture, but getting that
picture properly aligned with the
screen can be a chore. With most
projectors, you can move the
projected image by shifting the
lens up or down and, in some
cases, right or left. This capability
offers a lot of flexibility in where
you can put the projector.

Optoma DLP Projector

Dirt Cl)eap DLP

ptoma has established a strong reputation as the king of value-oriented

DLP projectors that offer serious bang for the buck. At a list price of

$3000, the HD80 undersells all other 1080p DLP projectors by a wide mar-
gin. In fact, it’s tied with the Epson PowerLite Home Cinema 1080 LCD model
(also reviewed here) as the least expensive 1080p projector on the market today.
And aside from a few drawbacks, it produces a fine picture.

Alas, like many Optoma
projectors, the HD80 has no lens
shift, which means its placement
is very limited. If you want to put
it on a tabletop, it must be below
the bottom of the sereen, and
anyone passing in front of it will
obstruct the image. Mounting it
on the ceiling is @ much better
option (it seems designed for
this), but its orientation to the

There’s a lot to like abhout the HD80, including
really deep blacks and oodles of detail, but
there’s no lens shift, which makes placement

difficult.

40

October 2007 The Perfect Vision

screen is still inflexible. A lens-
shift function would make this
much easier to deal with.

The remote is excellent—small,
uncluttered, and fully illuminated
with dedicated buttons for
selecting inputs and other
commonly used controls. Unfortu-
nately, it didn't have quite enough
power to reliably bounce its IR
(infrared) beam off the screen and
back to the projector. It worked,
but only if the handset was
carefully aimed.

The menu is also very well
organized and easy to navigate.
However, it only stays on the

For adjustment notes and
technical data:
vortonune  AVguide.com/charts
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Headquartered in Silicon Valley,
California, Optoma Technology, Inc. is a
subsidiary of Coretronic Corporation.

screen for 15 seconds after no
activity, which is not long enough
in my book. Also, some items
described in the manual do not
appear in the menu, which could
be confusing to new owners.

PERFORMANCE During setup, the
image from one of the HDMI inputs
became severely "posterized”—
smooth gradations in brightness
and color were replaced by solid
bands. Disconnecting and recon-
necting the power apparently
fixed the problem since it did not
recur during the remainder of the
review period.

These days, | always start
reviews of video displays with
Chapter 8 from Mission: Impos-
sible IIl on HD DVD, which begins
with a slow pan across a long
staircase. This shot is a real
torture test for video processors,
and the HD80 did not handle it
well—the stairs pulsed with wavy
distortion. Granted, this is a worst-
case scenario, and the projector
did very well on other material.

When I first played The Phan-
tom of the Opera on HD DVD, 1
noticed a bit of light spilling onto
the wall to the right of the screen
during dark scenes. The HD70
had the same problem (see my
review in Issue 78), though it was
worse than the HD8O. Still, it was
slightly distracting.

The picture itself was stunning.
Details of the baroque appoint-
ments inside the theater were
razor sharp, and long shots of the
audience revealed each concert-
goer with exceptional clarity. The

INSIDER TIP

Set Overscan to O and use Edge Mask
to eliminate digital hash at the top of
cable or satellite images.
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reds of the costumes for Hannibal
seemed slightly exaggerated, and
skin tones looked just a tad pasty,
but the brightly colored costumes
for the French farce were delight-
ful, and the black, white, gold, and
silver colors of the masquerade
sequence were rich and beautiful.
The black letterbox bars effectively
disappeared, indicating excep-
tional black performance.

The Mask of Zorro on DVD
revealed many of the same
attributes, including slightly
exaggerated reds in the Spanish
uniforms, though the skin tones
seemed more natural in this case,
and other colors looked fine. The
image had detail to spare as
illustrated by the clearly defined
peasants in the plaza and the
rocky terrain and scaffolding at
the gold mine. Details such as the
texture of walls and other back-
ground items in Zorro's dark cave
were clearly rendered.

Turning to HDTV as delivered by
Charter Cable, I watched a bit of
The Once and Future City on
Discovery HD Theater; this
particular episode presented a
protile of Los Angeles (which is
where [ live). Long shots of the city
and its freeways were breathtak-
ing in their clarity, and pans across
the finely detailed Watts Towers
showed no signs of shimmering or
jaggies. Skin tones were natural,
and the colors of the sky, seq, sand,
and brightly colored surf boards
were rich and lifelike.

The HD80's performance on
regular (standard-def) TV was as
good as can be expected, though
it can't work miracles. ER on TNT
looked soft and noisy, no doubt
due to the quality of Charter's
signal, though the colors were
natural, including skin tones, blué
scrubs, and green walls. On the
Golf Channel, a zoom-out shot of
a building was full of jaggies, as
were the rims of some players'
hats during pans, but the grass
locked like it should.

The Last Word

Contact Information

BOTTOM LINE There's a lot to like
about the Optoma HD80, includ-
ing really deep blacks, oodles of
detail, mostly excellent color, a
well-designed user interface,
and a great feature set, with one
major exception—no lens shift.
Otherwise, it's a fine light
cannon that beats every other
1080p DLP projector's price/
performance ratio by a country
mile. >>
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Notes: Features would be rated higher if it
had lens shift
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