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Five things to know before you whip out that credit card,
plus all of the latest models compared.

by Rich Malloy

Never have projectors been more affordable.
And never have ihere been so many varieties
from which to.choose. In the past few months
- alone, a slew.of new models with some amaz-
ing capabilities has appeared. The net result
is that buying a projector is quite easy—but
the challenge is buying the right one.

D Know Your Types

Prajectors come in all sizes and shapes, but
naturally for our audience we concentrate on
only the three most mabile types. Portables,
weighing between four and six pounds, are
best suited for general mobile business ap-
plications. They offer a good amount of power
and features, yet often carry very affordable
price tags. Uliraporfables weigh between two
and four pounds. These are of course targeted
ot highly mobile business users, and despite
their lightness, offer a good amount of power.
‘Anew category, which we call Palm-size, ap-
- plies o projectors thal weigh less than two
pounds. These models are so small they can
run‘on batteries, but their output cannot hold
acandle to theirlarger brethren. The Palm:size
unifs are thus suited only fo very specialized
“applications, such os slideshows in very dark
rooms without AC power.

8 DLP vs.LCD

‘Notsolong ago, DLP projectors were becoming
so popular that they threatened to put the older
LED projectors on the endangered species list.
Digital light processing (DLP) projectors use
chip that cantain
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LCD projectors use an older and simpler
image engine. They compose images via
three tiny LCD panels, one for each of the
primary colors. Because there are three panels
available, LCD projectors fend to offer better
color accuracy. Recently, new polysilicon
LCD technologies have breathed new life into
these models, and many major manufacturers
such as Epson, Hitachi, and Sony have offered
nothing but LCD projectors.

The most obvious difference between LCD
and DLP projectors is their contrast ratios,
where DLP models usually have a subs{antial
edge. Note, however, that enhanced contrast
is useful only in rooms that are very dark, a
condition that might arise in a well-appointed
home theater but rarely in business environ-
ments,

B The Right Resolution

As with cameras and displays, the more pixels
a projector has, the more expensive it will be.
Of course, more pixels yield higher-quality
images, but bear in mind that the typical
PowerPoint slideshow will rarely benefit from
increased resolution. There are, however,
two areas where you will benefit from plenty
of pixels. First, life will be easier for you if the
resolution of your projector matches that of

(EASY) PROJECTOR

your laptop. This is especially important if you
like to present with your notebook’s screen
on, A projector can emulate the resolution
of your lapfop, and vice versa, but you'll get
the sharpest picture on both devices if the
respective resolutions match each other. The
second factor is HDTV. To get the best 720p
HDTV piciure, you'll need XGA resolution.

A complicating issue here is the increas-
ing popularity of widescreen notebooks.
Getting the resolution of a nofebook with
a 16:9 aspect ratio to match a typical 4:3
projector is not particularly easy. Forfunaiely,
manufacturers such as Optoma are starfing
fo offer widescreen projectors. Jon Grodem,
senior product manager for front projection
at Optoma, fold us that “all the user has to
dois plug itin and it works, and it looks good,
They don’t have to start fiddling and adjust all
their property settings.” Grodem expects that
Windows Vista will further spur demand for
wide aspeci-ratio projectors.

Most new business projeciors with XGA
resolufion will do a surprisingly good job of
showing giant HDTV images. But don't expect
these models to be quite as good as enter-
tainment-oriented projectors that cost two or
three times as much. These expensive models
have, among other things, special circuitry to
handle full-motion video.
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@ How Bright Is Bright Enough?

Aside from steadily decreasing prices. the most prominent chonge in
ptojectors in the posl few yeors has been Iheir voslly increased light
oulpul. Mosl new porloble ong ullroporlable projeclors—even budget
mpdels—can beom oul 2000 lymens or more, Such lumnosily is more
than sufficient in mosi business environrments. But if you need more
light, both Oplomao and InFotus hove just begun selling 3000-tumen
arojectors for less thon $1.300. Indeed. the only modets for which
brighiness is sfill o faclor ore Ihe new Paim-size models thot use LED
lamps. Here Ihe brighlness is 50 low Ihol it's difficult to meosure easily.
But in 0 dork enough selling, even ihese modefs con be uselul.

B Bells & Whistles

In an efforl {0 differentiote heir projectors, monutociurers oftes ¢
variely of speciol feolures. These include HDTV compotibilily, vareless
conneclivily oplions, powersoving modes (or longer lomyp life, ond
conneclors for memory ¢ords or USB drives.

Al the same time. howevet, ever-shrinking price 1ags ore cousing
borgoin piojeciors 10 shed features foster than Simon Cowell can think
of insuits. One frequent omission is @ (ull-lealured remate conliol
equipped wilh bolh a loser poinler ond o se! of bulions for novigoling
through o slideshow. If your prajector does nof have ane of These. you'll
probably have 10 putchase a remole, such as The excellent Logiiech
Cardless 2.4-GHz Piesenter (579.95).

One of (he best new lealures {or projectors is an allernole inpul port.
Some oldet models feolure a CompoclFlash memory card slol. but o
growing number of new devices sporl USB Type B connectors, which
enable preseniers to present from ¢ USB memory diive withoul any
need {of a laptop. In whal is surely ¢ harbinger of the fulure, (he new
Viev/Sonic £J2580 hos a dock lor ¢ video iPod. enabling il to display
movies withoul o loplop. a

iér'lsh 1 [usl for. cultlﬂg the cord. In some c!ossrooms
.-Bﬁ' !ﬁned’wqi!i&a(qleﬁs. projeclors. a teacher can walk around the room
- while pr p_o]ec’ﬁ‘hg’n’pieieﬂn\tuf‘mn nd annofofing it on a Tablet compuler.
"[n one fest ¢ 1e feacher would hund the Table! 1o a series of

a problam on their own, The system
al “some of {hem, the lower-grade

hey didn't get a chance 1o work on the

* schoolchildren. would cry i
Tub?el
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SONY

| VPL-EX3

Getting things done,
is only a projector
away.

2,000 ANSI Lumens ‘
XGA (1024 x 768)
Lightweight

The VPL-EX3 is an economical multi-purpose projector. Ideal for small
businesses, home offices and entertainment purposes. Weighing just
6.4 1bs, it is compact and light enough to be carried anywhere. The
projector is feature rich with native XGA resolution, 2000 ANS! Lumen
Brightness, 6 selectable picture modes, and 3 selectable black level
adjustment modes. So, don't just be happy with your projector,

become the driving force behind happy-er boardroom results.

® o .g
3,500 Lumens 3,000 Lumens e
XGA (1024 » 763) XGA (1024 x 768)

WPL-CS21 YPL-FXSIL .
Z100 Lumens 6,000 Lumaens :
SVGA (800 » 600) XGA {1024 x 768)

contact us online or call us a1

(866) 813-5949
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WWW. @myprojectorstore.com
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39 PROJECTORS COMPARED

Category Compony Piojector (lbs) (pixels)  (lumens) Special Features
Palm-size Boxlight Corp. BumbleBee B00x 600 100:1 | Optionol battery. SD
vy boxlight.com Cord slot
Miisubishi Digital Electronics Ametica PE-20 5799 LED 1 A00x &00 25 1000:1 | 10,000-hour lomp, baltery
www. mitsubishi-presentations.com operated, 5D Card render
PK-10 5699 LED 1 800600 250 Lux 10001 | 10,000-hour lomp, battery
opetated
Toshiba America Information Systems Inc. | TDP-FFIAU 5699 LED 11 BOO x 600 400 Lux 100:01 | Bottery ond 23-inch fold
wiw. ToshiboDirect.com.com ing screen inclided
Ultraportabla | Boxtight Corp. (Travelight2 | steve | DiE 250 | 1024x768 | 2100 | 2000:0 | Possword securify, fon
wiww.boxlight.com speed controf, Auto
Keyslone feature
Epson America, Inc. Powerlile 1715¢c | £1.999 3LCD 39 1024x 768 2700 500:1 | Wireless connectivity up lo
WWW.2pSON.Lom 30 fps: Epson Instant Off,
UsB2.0
| Powetlite 17102 | $1,799 3Leh 38 1024 % 768 2700 500:1 | EpsonInsiont OM, US8 2.0
Poweilhe 1705¢ | $§1.499 LD 39 1024 x 758 2200 a00:1 Wiretess connecivily up o
30 fps. Epsan Instant O,
UsB 2.0
Powerlite 1700¢c | §1,299 3Lcd 38 1024 x 748 2200 500:1 | Epson Instani Of, USR 2.0
Hitachi America Lrd. 7 CP:X253 51,795 | Polysitel | 39 1024 %768 2000 500:1 | Transifion detestor
wyw.hilachl us/digilalmedia ; e | - |
Mltsubishi Digitel Elecironics America XD80 51,895 DLP 29 1024 768 1500 20001 | Dual-mode colot wheel
wvrvr.mitsubishi-peesentations.com
NEC Corporation of Americe NP40 & T 35 | 1004x768 | 2200 150011 | Autofocus
www.necyl ! !
Optama Technology EP7150 $1.29¢ DLP 27 1024« 758 2000 20001 | Ropid shutdown, laser
W OptOmALs0.com pointes, USB
Panasonig Projector-Systa PL-PISD. R B I 400; ST auomal
wiww. pangsenic.com/projectors startup, Boylight View
i technology
ViewSonic Corp. BI258D 5999 DL 39 1024 x 768 2000 2000:) | Con play vidaa {rom [Pods
st S PJASE 5899 ) 39 | 1024x768 | 2000 | 5003 | USB port for fiash drve
Portable Bend Inc, MP4IIC §749 oLe 59 800 x 600 2100 2000 | Wall-color adjustment
FvLEng s MP721C $9%9 pLp 59 | 1024x768 | 2200 | 20000 | wol-color adjustment
MP72) $1.499 oLp 59 1024 % 768 25600 2000:) | Wak-colgr adjustment
Boxlight Corp. Reven X8 §749 oP 45 800x 600 2000 20001 | Videns Delnterlocing with
www. boxlight.corm 3:3 pull dowin
Coslo Inc. 135 51,899 DLe 4 1024 x 763 2000 1800:} | USB port, oplional US8
wvw.LOBI0USA.Com : wireless adopter
Delt Computar Corp. 1800MP $849 DLP 44 1024 x 748 2100 200011 | 2 VGA Inputs for easy lran.
wrww.dell.com silion befween presentars
Hifachi Americo L1d. CP-RS57 51,598 | PolySILCD 5) 200 x 480 2000 500:3
wivshitachiusAigialmedia =0 $1.795 | PolySILCO | 38 | 1024x768 | 2000 | 5001 | hunstion deveciar, U
starcge
CP-ax61 51995 | PolSiCD | 51 1024x758 | 1600 500:1 | Oplical 200m
InFocus IN24+ §4649 DLp 4 800 x 400 2200 2000
www.infocus.com IN26+ 5799 DLp 6 1024768 | 2200 | 20000
IN3& Under DLP 52 1024 x 768 2000 1000:)
$1.300
Mibsubishi Digital Electronlcs Ametica SD430 §999 o? 4 800 x 400 2600 | 2000
www.mitsubishi-presentations.com XD205R $1049 | o 53 | 1024%768 | 2000 | 20000 | Antireft security hook
XD430 $1.395 DLP ey 1024 ¥ 768 2500 20001 | 4.000-hour lomp life,
m3Mat shuldown
s $§1,095 LD 5.9 1024 x 748 2000 350: mp fife
Optoma Technology EP770 §1.299 DLp 53 | 024x7¢8 | 3000 | 20000 | Single0.7-inch DDR DRE~]
wWww.aptomauso.com oLP
Technology by Texas
Inshrumenis
EP749 $1,099 biP 44 1024 x 768 2500 2200:1 | (720p. 10800
Panosaple Prajector Systems Company— | Bl L] $2.700 Len 42 1024 v 746 1—2095—] 1 | Wirsiass LAN, Daylight
Wwv..pONosoniz tom/projeciors » View Technology, One-
Touch Aulo Everything
Sefup
PI-LBSONTU $3.399 LGB 5.7 1024 768 3200 400:] | Doyligh! View Technology.
One-Taueh Aulo Everyihing
Selup
Vlws_bnlc C_MD. PIS58D $989 DiLP 5.4 1024 x 748 2500 2000:1 ~
ST UENSOIC.LO PIS08D $459 LD 59 800 x 600 2000 20001
PIS56D $89% (cd 59 1024 % 748 2000 20002
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